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easily have followed. But, as in Heraclius's day, Byzantium
missed its opportunity. The Iconoclast controversy was
dragging on. The Iconoclasts lacked the spirit and the
Iconodules the power to be missionaries. And Bulgaria
seemed no longer a menace of any importance. The matter
could wait.
In the meantime, free from the Bulgar danger, the imperial
Government occupied itself usefully in taming the Slavs.
At the close of the century the Empress Irene, herself an
Athenian by birth, saw to the pacification of the Slavs of the
Greek peninsula. And though a century later there were still
distinctive Slav tribes in the Peloponnese, such as the
Milengi, who might be restive, especially if the Bulgars
approached from the north, henceforward the history of
Greece is mainly one of steady and orderly amalgamation.
But Byzantium was to pay dearly for her inaction towards
Bulgaria. At the turn of the century the Avar kingdom on
the middle Danube was destroyed by Charlemagne. The
Avars had long been declining, but they had served to keep
in check the Slavs and Bulgars of central Europe. Numbers
of Bulgars had been settled in Transylvania for some
centuries under Avar domination. Now they were emanci-
pated, and they found a leader in a certain Krum, probably a
scion of their old ruling house. Krum was ambitious; having
freed his people he succeeded, we do not know how, in
uniting them with the Bulgars of the Balkans in one great
realm under his rule. Nor did his ambitions stop there. He
aimed at further expansion, at breaking through the line of
imperial fortresses that isolated Bulgaria, and he dreamed of
taking Constantinople. In 807 war broke out. In 809 Krum
captured and dismantled the fortress of Sardica; and Bulgars
poured across the frontier to settle amongst the Slavs of
Macedonia. In 811 the Emperor Nicephorus I marched
northward in force and sacked Krum's capital of Pliska, only
to perish with all his men, caught in a narrow defile by the
hordes of Krum.
This battle, which took place on 16 July 811, was com-
parable in Byzantine eyes only to the rout at Adrianople,
where Valens had fallen, four centuries back. It meant that
Bulgaria was come to the Balkans to stay; and it meant